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ABSTRACT

This article purposed to investigate belief on Khong Bung in Rainmaking ritual of ancient
Laotians in Lao People’s Democratic Republic. This study gathered data from documents and a
field study. Data collection employed observation method and took photos from resources in
Lao PDR. After that, data was analyzed for its contents and arranged for descriptive analysis
presentation.

Results revedaled that Khong Bung is an old musical instrument which is made from
bronze developed from rock Khong Bung or Tung Jiang called by Laotians. It is older than bronze
Khong Bung in Lao PDR which was found plenty. Objective of making Khong Bung showed
relation to belief in fruitful agriculture or rain on season. Nonetheless, Khong Bung is also a
significant instrument for holy ritual of ancient Laotians which is called “Rainmaking ritual from
Praya Than”. The ritual used Khong Bung to hit for Praya Than ritual because the front of Khong
Bung has small frog sculpture on its 4 corners. According to ancient Laotian belief, a frog is a
signal of abundance, and it will rain to human towns when Praya Than has heard the sound of Khong
Bung as a frog sound.

Keywords: Khong Bung, The Instruments in ceremonies, Ancient Lao People
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